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SELF Board of Directors

Ed Begley, Jr.
Actor, Environmentalist

John Paul DeJoria
Chairman & CEO
John Paul Mitchell Systems, Inc.

Freeman J. Dyson
Professor Emeritus
Institute for Advanced Study

Robert A. Freling
Executive Director
Solar Electric Light Fund

Larry Hagman
Actor, Philanthropist

Mary Green Swig 
President & CEO
Mary Green

Steven L. Swig, Chair 
President Emeritus and Co-Founder
Presidio World College

2008 SELF Staff *

Robert A. Freling
Executive Director

Julie Junod
Office/Communications Manager

Jeff Lahl
Project Director

* Additional staff positions added in 2009: 
Communications Director, Development Director, 
Finance Director, Project Manager.
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FINANCIALLY, FY08 SET A NEW HIGH WATERMARK for revenue at $1.8 million, exceeding the previous high achieved in 
FY07. Generous donations from individuals and foundations were the primary driver of the record revenue year. In addition, 
a substantial increase in corporate donation activity helped compensate for an overall decline in contracts, and also 
contributed to an increase in SELF’s overall programmatic efficiency, which reached 89 percent.

As a result of the record revenue year and the $348 thousand positive net result, SELF’s balance sheet remains strong, 
with total assets now in excess of $1.2 million. Consistent with SELF’s strategy of deploying capital in a catalytic fashion 
to achieve lasting impact at scale, program expenses were balanced by conservative overhead and fundraising expenses. 
Operationally, SELF experienced a slight decline in program spending, and achieved a balanced operating budget in FY08.

The financial results depicted on page 23 are derived from SELF’s audited December 31, 2008 consolidated financial 
statements, which contain an unqualified opinion. SELF’s complete, audited financial statements can be obtained by calling 
(202) 234-7265.

SELF CONTRIBUTIONS IN FY08 PROGRAM EFFICIENCY

46% INDIVIDUALS

10% CORPORATIONS

12% OTHER

32% FOUNDATIONS

89% PROGRAM

5% GENERAL & ADMINISTRATIVE

6% FUNDRAISING
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2008 Statement of Activities

TTEEMMPPOORRAARRIILLYY 22000088 22000077
UUNNRREESSTTRRIICCTTEEDD RREESSTTRRIICCTTEEDD TTOOTTAALL TTOOTTAALL

RREEVVEENNUUEE  AANNDD  SSUUPPPPOORRTT
Grants and donations 1,591,608                    294,238                        1,885,846                    1,036,307                    
Contracts -                                 -                                 -                                 502,323                        
Investment income 8,842                             -                                 8,842                             23,329                          

Other income -                                 -                                 -                                 583                                
Net assets released from restrictions:

Satisfaction of program restrictions 673,860                     (673,860)                       -                                 -                                 

TTOOTTAALL  RREEVVEENNUUEE  AANNDD  SSUUPPPPOORRTT 2,274,310                    (379,622)                       1,894,688                    1,562,542                    

EEXXPPEENNSSEESS
Program Services 1,378,362                    -                                 1,378,362                    1,484,047                    
Support Services:

Finance & Administration 76,253                          -                                 76,253                          206,783                        
Fundraising 91,972                          -                                 91,972                          87,965                          

TTOOTTAALL  EEXXPPEENNSSEESS 1,546,587                    -                                 1,546,587                    1,778,795                    

CChhaannggee  iinn  nneett  aasssseettss 727,723                        (379,622)                       348,101                        (216,253)                       

NNEETT  AASSSSEETTSS,,  BBEEGGIINNNNIINNGG  OOFF  YYEEAARR,,  AASS  RREESSTTAATTEEDD 17,865                          905,289                        923,154                        1,139,407                    

NNEETT  AASSSSEETTSS,,  EENNDD  OOFF  YYEEAARR 745,588                        525,667                        1,271,255                    923,154                        



24

The World of SELF

Benin
Bhutan
Brazil
Burundi

China
Haiti
India
Indonesia

Lesotho
Navajo Nation
Nepal
Nigeria

Rwanda
Solomon Islands
South Africa
Sri Lanka

Tanzania
Uganda
Vietnam
Zimbabwe
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SELF’s Guiding Beliefs

SELF believes that energy is a human right. 
To meet global challenges such as water, food security, 
climate change and poverty, SELF is working to assign 
greater priority to the importance of sustainable energy 
among international development banks, aid agencies, 
foundations, and philanthropic individuals who are 
committed to improving the health, education, and 
economic prospects of the world’s poorest citizens. 

Our mission is to provide solar power and wireless 
communications to a quarter of the world’s population 
living in energy poverty. 

SELF Determination – Villagers choose the solar 
electrification projects based on their needs. The 
community determines its own priorities and 
participates in all phases including design, 
implementation, monitoring and evaluation.

SELF Help – Families purchase their own solar home 
systems through microcredit financing. Villagers 
participate in the ownership of community systems, 
spreading development funds further to help more 
people. 

SELF Reliance – Village men and women receive 
training to install, maintain and replicate their solar 
systems. Initial project funding provides spare parts, 
and local partners establish the supply chain to support 
future needs.

Vision

Mission

Programming
Principals
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www.self.org

1612 K St, NW, Suite 402     Washington, DC 20006
202-234-7265
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