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vision

programming principles

SELF’s guiding beliefs

SELF believes that energy is a human right.
To meet global challenges such as water, food
security, climate change and poverty, SELF is working
to assign greater priority to the importance of
sustainable energy among international development
banks, aid agencies, foundations, and philanthropic
individuals who are committed to improving the health,
education and economic prospects of the world's
poorest citizens.

Our mission is to provide solar power and wireless
communications to a quarter of the world’s population
living in energy poverty.

SELF Determination—Villagers choose the solar 
electrification projects based on their needs. The
community determines its own priorities and participates in
all phases including design, implementation, monitoring
and evaluation.

SELF Help—Families purchase their own solar home 
systems through microcredit financing. Villagers
participate in the ownership of community systems,
spreading development funds further to help more people.

SELF Reliance—Village men and women receive training 
to install, maintain and replicate their solar systems. Initial
project funding provides spare parts, and local partners
establish the supply chain to support future needs.
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